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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
A Certain Place: The Bernie Martin Festival 

http://ttok.ca/a-certain-place/  
Month-long multi-arts festival celebrates the legacy of local 

artist, and brings new artists to light 
 

Spotlight on Visual Art 

 
Featuring theatre, music, visual art, spoken word, artist talks, and film, A Certain Place: The 
Bernie Martin Festival celebrates the legacy of multidisciplinary artist Bernie Martin. It also 
features a strong focus on mentorship, learning, and connection. Established artists are 
mentoring emerging artists and youth, and artists are connecting with non-artists in diverse ways 
through the festival. “It’s a festival that celebrates a particular multidisciplinary way of making art 
that is perhaps characteristic of this place, of Peterborough,” presenter Bill Kimball notes. 
 
A Certain Place is presented by Fleshy Thud in partnership with Public Energy, with the support 
of Peterborough THeatre Users Group, the City of Peterborough, The Ontario Arts Council, and 
Theatre Trent. 
 
“Bernie painted through most of his artistic career, as well as creating theatre, music, film, and 
poetry,” festival organizer Kate Story says. “His visual art is really compelling. So many musicians 
also paint – think of Joni Mitchell, Miles Davis, David Bowie, Patti Smith.” Ryan Kerr, artistic 
director of The Theatre on King and Fleshy Thud, adds, “There’s no question that we have a 
vibrant and innovative visual art scene in Peterborough. We are excited to be working with Evans 
Contemporary, and Jon Lockyer of Artspace and independent curator Victoria Mohr-Blakeney 
through the festival. Visual artist Victoria Ward is also speaking on our panel Regional Artmaking: 
Myth and Reality, which is a really key part of the festival.” 
 
Regional Artmaking: Myth and Reality 
Thursday Nov 17 at 8pm 
The Theatre on King, 159 King St. | Free 
A critical panel discusses the mobilization of the concept of “regional” in artistic practice and 
production. Arts funders love the word. But what do artists who live there think? With panelists 
amy m. cummings, Dave Tough, Kate Story, Victoria Ward. Moderated by Su Ditta. 
 
Opening reception for “Bernie Martin: Of Another Place” and Curators’ Talk. 
Friday Nov 18 | Reception: 6-10pm | Curators’ Talk: 8pm 
Evans Contemporary, 129 ½ Hunter St. W. | Free 
Opening reception of an exhibition of Bernie Martin’s visual artworks. Talk by curators Jon 
Lockyer and Victoria Mohr-Blakeney contextualizing Bernie’s work as a regional artist. 
Charcuterie, wine and refreshments will be served! 
Exhibition runs to December 17. 
 



 

 

 
Visual artist and curator biographies: 
 
Jon Lockyer is a curator, educator, and writer from Toronto, Ontario. Lockyer currently lives in 
Peterborough, Ontario where he is the Director of Artspace. 
 
Victoria Mohr-Blakeney is a writer and curator with an MFA in Criticism and Curatorial Practice 
from OCADU. She is currently Performance Curator Intern with Public Energy.   
 
Victoria Ward is a rural artist/writer. She is an outspoken advocate for artist’s rights who works 
ad hoc for CARFAC Ontario. She can be reached @hotspurstudio 
 
Evans Contemporary is a Peterborough, Ontario gallery dedicated to the presentation of 
creative projects by national and international contemporary artists. 
 
Check the festival website for more details: www.ttok.ca  
 

– 30 – 
 

Media contact: Kate Story, publicity coordinator kstory@nexicom.net or call The Theatre on King 
705-930-6194    www.ttok.ca 
 

 


