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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
A Certain Place: The Bernie Martin Festival 

http://ttok.ca/a-certain-place/  
Month-long multi-arts festival celebrates the legacy of local 

artist, and brings new artists to light 
 

Spotlight on Music 

 
 
Featuring theatre, music, visual art, spoken word, artist talks, and film, A Certain Place: The 
Bernie Martin Festival celebrates the legacy of multidisciplinary artist Bernie Martin. It also 
features a strong focus on mentorship, learning, and connection. Established artists are 
mentoring emerging artists and youth, and artists are connecting with non-artists in diverse ways 
through the festival. “It’s a festival that celebrates a particular multidisciplinary way of making art 
that is perhaps characteristic of this place, of Peterborough,” presenter Bill Kimball notes. 
 
A Certain Place is presented by Fleshy Thud in partnership with Public Energy, with the support 
of Peterborough THeatre Users Group, the City of Peterborough, The Ontario Arts Council, and 
Theatre Trent. 
 
“It’s Bernie’s songwriting that is perhaps his most direct legacy,” festival organizer Kate Story 
notes. “Mix tapes of his work have been passed around; a friend once heard a teenager in 
Glasgow play a Bernie song at an open stage. He went up to the musician, who was thrilled to 
meet someone who knew where that song had come from. Lots of local musicians knew Bernie, 
or know his music.” Ryan Kerr, artistic director of The Theatre on King and Fleshy Thud, adds. 
“There’s no question that we have a vibrant and exciting independent music scene here, and we 
really wanted to represent that.” 
 
A Certain Place festival features diverse music events, and mentorship activities. Tickets for all 
shows are only available at the door. 
 
Songwriting in the Round 
Wednesday Nov 9 at 8pm 
The Theatre on King, 159 King St. | $10 or pay-what-you-can. 
A songwriting workshop featuring Benj Rowland, Jill Staveley, Cris Cuddy, Winona Wild, and Ali 
McCormick, as they discuss their craft and play some tunes. 
 
Weekend at Bernie Martin’s 
Freiday Nov 18 at 8pm and into the night 
The Spill, 414 George St. N. – all ages event! | $10 or pay-what-you-can. 
Weekend at Bernie Martin’s interprets Bernie’s songs. Featuring Benj Rowland, Jay Swinnerton, 
emerging musician Ben Bruns, and friends, with an appearance by Words on Fire! 
 



 

 

“Dark Passage” 
Friday Nov 25 at 8pm, Saturday Nov 26 at 2pm 
The Theatre on King, 159 King St. | TWO SHOWS ONLY! | $15, or pay-what-you-can. 
Juno-award-winning musician Brian Sanderson presents his interpretation of one of Bernie’s most 
difficult and engaging works. 
 
Musician biographies: 
 
Ben Bruns is an emerging musician. He lives in Lakefield, and turns 17 this year. He grew up 
surrounded by music, and looks forward to more of the same during the festival! 
 
Benj Rowland is multi instrumentalist singer songwriter who has been working as a professional 
musician for over a decade. Benj’s music has been presented in concert venues and festival 
stages across Canada.  In 2015 Benj’s band Mayhemingways were awarded Best duo act at 
Peterborough’s wire awards. In 2014 Benj received  Instrumentalist of the year at the wire 
awards. In 2006 Benj was Peterborough folk festival’s emerging artist of the year.  
 
Brian Sanderson is a Juno award winning musician and performer currently residing in west 
Quebec. A former Silverheart, Brian currently tours internationally with Sheesham and Lotus and 
Montreal's Esmerine. 
 
 
 
Check the festival website for more details: www.ttok.ca  
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Media contact: Kate Story, publicity coordinator kstory@nexicom.net or call The Theatre on King 
705-930-6194    www.ttok.ca 
 

 


