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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
A Certain Place: The Bernie Martin Festival 

http://ttok.ca/a-certain-place/  
Month-long multi-arts festival celebrates the legacy of local 

artist, and brings new artists to light 
 

Spotlight on Poetry  
 
 
A Certain Place: The Bernie Martin Festival is presented by Fleshy Thud in partnership with 
Public Energy, with the support of Peterborough THeatre Users Group, the City of Peterborough, 
The Ontario Arts Council, and Theatre Trent. 
 
Featuring theatre, music, visual art, spoken word, artist talks, and film, A Certain Place celebrates 
the legacy of multidisciplinary artist Bernie Martin. It also features a strong focus on mentorship, 
learning, and connection. Established artists are mentoring emerging artists and youth, and 
artists are connecting with non-artists in diverse ways through the festival. “It’s a festival that 
celebrates a particular multidisciplinary way of making art,” presenter Bill Kimball notes, “that is 
perhaps characteristic of this place, of Peterborough.” 
 
“Poetry was at the heart of Bernie’s practice, as a musician and playwright,” festival organizer 
Kate Story notes. “We’ve invited local spoken word artists to bring that aspect of his work to life 
for this festival,” Ryan Kerr, artistic director of The Theatre on King and Fleshy Thud, adds. “We 
have a vibrant and exciting spoken word scene here, and we really wanted to represent that.” 
 
Public presentations in the festival’s Spotlight on Poetry all take place at The Theatre On King 
(TTOK), 159 King Street, Peterborough. Tickets for all shows are only available at the door. The 
public events are: 
 
Words on Fire! Spoken Word for Youth presentation 
Monday Nov 14 at 8pm 
The Theatre on King, 159 King St. |  $10 or pay-what-you-can. 
Spoken word artist Ziysah von Bieberstein has been working with youth through the festival, 
teaching spoken word techniques. Come see the results! In partnership with New Canadians 
Centre, Niijkiwendidaa Anishinaabe Kwewag Services Circle, Rainbow Youth Program at PARN, 
and others. Words on Fire! will also present some spoken word on November 18 at the Spill, 
during an all-ages performance by band Weekend at Bernie Martin’s. 

Wordplay Cabaret: Bernie Remixed 
Saturday Nov 19 at 8pm 
The Theatre on King, 159 King St.  |  $10 or pay-what-you-can. 
The Peterborough Poetry Slam Collective will interpret some of Bernie Martin’s poetry and feature 
original and exciting works of spoken word reflecting on the themes in Bernie’s poetry. 



 

 

Spoken Word: Transforming Trauma to Resilience through Narrative 
Monday Nov 21 at 8pm 
The Theatre on King, 159 King St.  |  $10 or pay-what-you-can. 
Spoken word artist Wes Ryan has been working with members of the group Healing from Within 
at the John Howard Society, as part of the festival, offering tools for creating original spoken 
word. Come see the results in this public performance. 

In addition to these pubic events, A Certain Place is hosting two spoken word workshops, led by 
Peterborough Poetry Slam Collective alumni and independent artists Wes Ryan and Ziysah von 
Bieberstein. They are: 
  
“Transforming Trauma to Resilience through Narrative” sees Ryan working with the Healing From 
Within program at the John Howard Society. “Over 8 weeks,” Ryan says, “we'll be exploring the 
transformative potential that exists in spoken word. Shared narratives stitch together bits of 
strength into tapestries for change." The workshops take place at the John Howard Society. 
 
“Words on Fire!” sees Ziysah von Bieberstein leading a workshop for newcomer, Indigenous, 
LGBTQ2I and activist youth to develop writing and performance voice, with guest coaching from 
various poets and theatre artists. “Words on Fire!” is presented in partnership with New 
Canadians Centre, Niijkiwendidaa Anishinaabe Kwewag Services Circle, and others.  
 
 Spoken Word artist biographies: 
 
Ziy von B is a queer, Jewish parent , community organizer and spoken word artist who is grateful 
to call Nogojiwanong (Peterborough) home.  
 
Wes Ryan is a poet and workshop facilitator who believes through collective narratives we stitch 
together niches of resilience into tapestries for change. 
 
Peterborough Poetry Slam Collective is a multi-disciplinary group of spoken word artists. Poets 
from our scene have featured on stages across Canada and internationally. 
 
 
 
Check the festival website for more details: www.ttok.ca  
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Media contact: Kate Story, publicity coordinator kstory@nexicom.net or call The Theatre on King 
705-930-6194    www.ttok.ca 
 

 


